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Invited speakers include:  
IAN McEWAN
PAUL BLOOM (Psychology and Cognitive Science, Yale)
SUZANNE CORKIN (Neuroscience, MIT)
MARK CURRIE (English Literature, QMUL)
ASIFA MAJID (Psycholinguistics, Radboud)
MARTIJN MEETER (Cognitive Psychology, VU Amsterdam)
JAMIE TEHRANI (Anthropology, Durham)
JASON TOUGAW (English Literature, CUNY)

The Story of Memory poses new questions about the relationship between the senses, 
cognition, memory, and emotion, and explores the return to a critical investigation of 
storytelling in the twenty-fi rst century. We invite papers that consider the following ques-
tions across disciplines: How does storytelling shape our memories and identity in new 
ways, and how is narrative involved in the conceptualization of memory across disciplines? 
How do culturally specifi c storytelling traditions change and infl ect memory processes 
differently? In what new ways is therapeutic storytelling used as an intervention in cases of 

psychological trauma? How do non-verbal modes (including architecture and music) tell 
stories? What is the role of the senses in storytelling? Can there be a story in the medium of 
taste or smell? How do disciplines not necessarily close to literature and linguistics narrate 
knowledge differently, and how can the Humanities rethink traditional narratological frame-
works through the different story-forms generated by other disciplines? How do new infl u-
ences create new, and reshape existing, genres such as (auto)biography and life-writing (i.e., 
‘brain memoirs’; e.g. McCrum, Hustvedt, Shulman, Ross). Neuroscientists too have turned 
their attention to how the brain uses narrative to integrate the senses, emotion and memory 
into the experiential self, so what can the ‘harder’ sciences learn from frameworks offered by 
disciplines in the Humanities? How does the changing form of stories in the age of Face-
book, Twitter, Flickr, Youtube, and Storify shape our sense of selfhood? How do we narrate 
and curate (online) archives, and the bulk collection of data? What are the ethical questions 
that new forms of storytelling generate? 

For further information, and for details of special sessions, see the conference blog: 
http://thestoryofmemory.wordpress.com.

Please send all enquiries, as well as 250-word proposals for 20 minute papers, or 600-
word proposals for panels consisting of 3 papers, and brief bio-notes, to memory
network@roehampton.ac.uk by 18 July 2014.

For more information about the Memory Network’s summer Postgraduate and ECR 
conference, ‘Memory and Travel’ which takes place on 3 September 2014 at UCL, please 
see: http://pgmemorynetwork.wordpress.com. A limited number of postgraduate 
bursaries will be available to help with fees for both events. 
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Gua Tewet, The Tree of Life, Borneo, Indonesia.


